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Foreword

The Southern African Botanical Diversity Network has provided a remarkable stimulus
to the science and practice of plant conservation in the region since its launch in 1996.
Many of the hopes and expectations of the historic February 1990 meeting in Maputo,
Mozambique, that recommended the establishment of such a network, have been met,
especially those relating to training in taxonomy and herbarium management.

Botanical gardens have been somewhat neglected within SABONET and it is appropri-
ate that they now enjoy greater priority. The detailed needs assessment carried out
during 1998–99 by Botha, Willis and Winter provides an excellent evaluation of the
“state of the gardens”. The assessment clearly identifies capacity building and infra-
structure strengthening as primary needs, but also recommends the development of an
active network of the staff of these often isolated and poorly resourced centres.

The establishment of the Southern African Botanical Gardens Network and the prepa-
ration of an Action Plan for the participating institutions is timely. Recent international
initiatives, such as the Gran Canaria Declaration, the International Agenda for Botanic
Gardens in Conservation and the Global Plan for Plant Conservation call for strength-
ening the role of botanical gardens, particularly in developing countries. Southern
Africa, through the excellent work of SABONET, is well positioned to make major
contributions towards reaching the ambitious plant conservation goals of the 21st

century.

Brian Huntley

Chief Executive Officer
National Botanical Institute
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

BGCI Botanic Gardens Conservation International

CBD Convention on Biological Diversity

CBO Community-Based Organisations

CPG Common Policy Guidelines

GEF Global Environment Facility

IABG International Association of Botanical Gardens

INIA National Institute of Agronomic Research, Mozambique

LHDA Lesotho Highlands Development Authority

NBG National Botanical Garden

NBI National Botanical Institute, South Africa

NBRI National Botanical Research Institute, Namibia

NBSAP National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

NGO Nongovernmental Organisation

PRECIS National Herbarium (PRE) Computerised Information System

SABONET Southern African Botanical Diversity Network

SADC Southern African Development Community

UNDP United Nations Development Programme
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